WIGGENHALL ST. GERMANS PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES

The Parish Council Meeting was held on 21st July 2014, at the Memorial Hall, Wiggenhall St. Germans at 7.30pm.  

Present


Cllr R Van Dyke               Chair




Cllr. S. Ash




Cllr. M. Bunkall




Cllr. A. Done




Cllr R Funnell




Cllr. M. Peel




Cllr. P. Williamson



 
Mrs. Elaine Oliver
Clerk

2 members of the public present 

Before the meeting the Chair stated that no electronic recording devices could be used and welcomed everyone to the meeting.

The clerk did report that soon, parishioners will be able to record all meetings.  At that point it may be imperative for the Parish Council to have a recording as well.

1. APOLOGIES

Cllr R Rawlings

Cllr. D. Wakefield
2. FOOTBALL FIELD 
A representative from the Football Club attended the meeting, he gave the following feedback:-

· Felt the arrangement was all going OK.
· There had been an issue with the dressing room being very dirty one week, this happened when he was away and shouldn’t happen again.

· Also they played on the pitch when it was very wet because the referee said it was playable.

· It was agreed if it looks as though the pitch will be unplayable due to weather, Cllrs Funnell or Peel will be contacted.
· They usually know by about 12.00 or 12.30pm. 

· Fixtures are often rearranged but there is usually a match the 1st or second week in September.

· Reported that match balls often get lost in the conifers.

· It was agreed that the hedge could be cut but the P C couldn’t afford to do that. 

· Permission was given by the P C for a weekend charity football match on August bank holiday weekend.

· Requested that the youth team keep the goal posts in the kitchen but on their end so access to sink and cupboards is possible.

· They only keep a bag of nets in the referee room. 

· It was agreed that the FC will talk to the Magdalen youth team and try and sort this out amicably.  Cllr Bunkall will mention to the youth team about storage of the goal nets. 

· They agreed to speak to a builder about installing the new goal posts.

· Will look at setting up a direct debit/standing order.

3. PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME
Mrs Reynolds reported that the hedge in Lewes Drive was never successfully cut.  It is now 10 foot or 12 foot high and it meant there was a near miss this morning.  It was recalled that Cllr Long agreed to deal with this, workman came with the wrong equipment and were due to return and never did.



ACTION: Report to Cllr Long who agreed it to be cut in half.
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

No declaration of interests.
5. MINUTES
5.1 
Annual Assembly Meeting 19th May 2014 -adoption  The circulated Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting, 19th  May 2014, were proposed for adoption by Cllr. Peel, seconded by Cllr. Funnell and unanimously agreed.
5.2
Matters Arising  No matters arising.
5.3 
Annual Parish Council Meeting 19th May 2014 – adoption

The circulated minutes from the annual parish council meeting, 19th May 2014, were proposed for adoption by Cllr Funnell seconded by Cllr Peel
5.4
Matters Arising  No matters arising
6. PLAY AREA REPORT
Cllr Peel expressed concern about inspecting the play equipment, she only does this as a parent not as a qualified person.   It was agreed it was just so the PC is diligent in noticing any serious damage etc. and the purpose of the annual ROSPA inspection was to have professional advice.  It was proposed by Cllr Ash, seconded by Cllr. Peel to purchase a new toddler seat and chains up to a value of £300, unanimously agreed. 

Cllr Van Dyke and Funnell agreed to remove the OXO bricks and make safe.

It was agreed to obtain quotes for the slats on the adventure slide roof, adjust toddler gate to prevent finger entrapment and look at the matting under the older swings.

7. RUBBISH BINS/LITTER COLLECTOR
Cllr Peel suggested that a rubbish collector may be needed for the village.  She is struggling to empty the bin and has no spare capacity to put the contents in her personal wheelie bin. 

A trade waste bin was discussed but this could be used as a ladder to the roof or be set on fire.

After much debate it was agreed for Cllr Peel, as Memorial Hall representative, to ask permission for a wheelie bin housing to be put on the car park near the entrance to the play area and the Memorial to pay half of the cost.

It was agreed that having 2 more bins situated on the play area would not be required if this was agreed to. 

Cllr Williamson felt that in years to come if the Memorial Hall is not a sustainable operation then the Parish Council may have to take over the running of the Hall.




ACTION: Cllr Peel to ask Memorial Hall as above.

8. VACANCY
The Clerk reported that notification of a vacancy has been duly advertised.  The Borough Council will inform us if an election has been called, the latest date for this is 25th July 2014.  If there is no call for an election the Parish Council is free to co-opt a member.  This will also entail advertising and interviews.

9. BENCH IN SCHOOL ROAD
It was agreed to purchase a seat, positioning it near Turrell Close.  Cllr Done agreed to approach the residents to see if this would be acceptable to them. 

If the resident is agreeable then it was agreed to obtain a street license and then purchase a seat like the existing ones.

10. FINANCE
10.1  
Approval of Payment of invoices/monthly statement

Payment of invoices for July 2014 and the financial statement for May and June, already distributed was proposed by Cllr.  Done and  seconded by Cllr. Ash and unanimously agreed.  Cheques were duly signed.  The bank reconciliations for both accounts were noted..
It was agreed if necessary the PC would pay for ½ of the Cilca training costs of £370, after the bursary. 

The Clerk reported that the bank had requested further details for Cllr Bunkall and the Chair in order to renew the mandate.  The Clerk will forward this onto the Councillors in question.
Cllr Van Dyke requested Chairmanship training, the Clerk will pass this on as soon as it becomes available, which may be after the next elections in May.

11
 CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence lists had been distributed to all Councillors. 
Additional correspondence had been received and reported as follows  
Cllr D Wakefield


Letter

Magpas/Norfolk Age UK

Thank you letter for donation

The letter from Cllr. Wakefield was discussed at length.  It was agreed that most of the allotments are in terrible state.  It was agreed to have these cut with a flail cutter, although access could be impaired by the trees.  It was agreed to contact P J & B Jones and failing that ask John Peel or wait until the crops have been harvested and ask Alan Williamson from IDB for a price. 

The issue of the allotments long term will be put on the next agenda as it may be that it needs spraying off in the autumn and the spring

ACTION: Action flail cut if possible, place the allotments on agenda for next meeting
It was reported there had been no follow up to the correspondence from Mr Chilvers,  Cllr Williamson had spoken to him recently.

12.
PLANNING



12.1 
Planning to consider 

None to consider

12.2
Planning Decisions taken since last meeting


14/00763/F Sub division 30 Mill Rd

OBJECTED



14/00607/F Sub division of existing dwelling to create additional dwelling at The Gables




      High Road Saddlebow


NO OBJECTIONS


14/00576/F Willow Farm Mill Road, extension and conservatory









NO OBJECTIONS



14/00885/F 3 bed house adjacent to 23/25 Mill Road -OBJECTED

12.3
Planning Decisions notified by Borough Council


None made

13 .
COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Funnell reported as follows:-
· Went to Churchyard, as requested by the church, to look at war memorial which someone pressure washed and washed out all the paint of the names, church wants the names repainted in it.  
The Clerk reported she has contacted the War Graves Commission and they are going to visit and advise.

Cllr Williamson reported as follows:-
· Mr Chilvers approached him and made a comparison of the work done in the vicinity of Allen Close and the fact that the FP from the corner to the school has not actioned.
· Cllr Peel felt along with other councilors that Allen Close footway was in a terrible state with eruptions coming up through the surface and Cllr Van Dyke reminded the meeting that this is Norfolk County Council responsibility.  It was agreed to report the state of the Footpath to Highways.

· Cllr Williamson encouraged the resident who was complaining to consider becoming a Parish Councillor

· Reported that 999 had been used at the weekend and it was responded in a fairly prompt manner



ACTION: Report School Road Footway to Highways

· Asked who put the new fencing on the old sluice.
Cllr Van Dyke reported it was MLC decision as they felt it was dangerous.

Cllr Bunkall reported as follows:-
· Thanked the pumping station for trimming the hedge.  This had been requested by MLC as a mother complained as they had a close shave when crossing.

· The Clerk reported that she had been in touch with Dave Thomas regarding the shingle to make the permissive FP safer and had not received a further answer 



ACTION: Clerk to contact Dave Thomas
· The Police are keeping an eye on the village at the moment.

· Finger post sign still not replaced after it was taken by Highways

· Confirmation that the water going across St. Peters Rd is not foul water.  

The Clerk has been told by Highways this is not dirty water. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact Highways.
Cllr. Van Dyke reported the drain is blocked, as you turn sharp right onto St. Mary’s bridge on the inside of the bridge coming from WSG.

Meeting closed at 10.45

Signed____________________________Date_____________________________
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