
WIGGENHALL ST. GERMANS PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES

The Parish Council Meeting was held on 17th November 2014, at the Memorial Hall, Wiggenhall St. Germans at 7.30pm.  

Present


Cllr R Van Dyke               Chair




Cllr. S. Ash




Cllr. M. Bunkall




Cllr. A. Done




Cllr R Funnell




Cllr. M. Peel




Cllr D Wakefield




Cllr. P. Williamson



 
Mrs. Elaine Oliver
Clerk

2 members of the public present 
Cllr Van Dyke opened the meeting. 

1. APOLOGIES

Cllr Rawlings  
Cllr Long

2. PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME
Parishioners commented on the following items. 

· Speed of traffic night and day through the village
· Size of lorries using Mill road,  particularly during the past week, with sugar beet harvest ongoing.
· Setch Bank is not suitable for lorries although they are not banned.

· Cllr Williamson suggested a notice saying not suitable for lorries on the A10.

· Mud has been mud left on the road. 

The meeting was reminded that this is the responsibility of the farmers.
· Cllr Wakefield endorsed that the lorry situation is horrendous, and the reading room corner is dangerous. He also could foresee problems with the new building site where cones are encroaching on the road. 
· Cllr Peel reported that Mill Road is so narrow that you have to pull into drives to let lorries past.

· Cllr Van Dyke did remind the meeting that this is an agricultural community.

ACTION Issues to be taken up with Cllr Long

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

No declaration of interests.
4. MINUTES
4.1 Parish Council Meeting 15th  September 2014 -adoption  The circulated Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting, 15th September 2014, were proposed for adoption by Cllr Done, seconded by Cllr Funnell and unanimously agreed.
4.2 Matters Arising  
Bushes at Lewis Drive

Cllr Wakefield was concerned that this had now become a child safety issues not a cosmetic thing.  The Parish Council had voted to remove the bushes and it was agreed yet again to contact Cllr Long to see if this can at last been actioned.

Postion of the new bench

The Clerk reported that a parishioner had phoned since the last meeting and wanted it to be on the agenda as to where the siting of the bench might be.  She explained that this had been discussed and a decision made, the parishioner thought the family should have been informed. 

Flashing road signs 
The clerk is meeting with the highways engineer to discuss sites for mobile flashing signs, this will need to be discussed as part of the budget in our January meeting.  
Possible sites for the flashing signs were discussed and the following sites mentioned for consideration

1. Sluice Road/Lewis Drive up to Memorial school- 2 possible sites.

2. School Road outside school

3. Mill road

4. Lynn road in Saddlebow village

5. Wiggenhall St Mary the Virgin

6. Fitton Road

Letter to request the Youth Possee funds

It was reported that the resident had been asked about these funds and it had been suggested they could go towards the new Youth Club at the church, Cllr Peel informed the meeting this is called the Y club.

5. PLAY AREA 
The work proposed to be done at the play area as per the quote was Proposed by Cllr Ash and seconded Cllr Funnell.
6. ALLOTMENTS
It was reported that two allotments have been let and it was agreed that Cllr Funnell contact Caley and see if he would take the extra land back at no extra rent.   Cllr Funnell also agreed to talk to Mr Brian Harrison about his allotment plot.

7. FOOTBALL FIELD
It was agreed to write to the Football club and ask if they are going to play on our pitch this year and if not request the key back. 
8. FINANCE

8.1
Approval of Payment of invoices/monthly statement

Payment of invoices for September 2014 and the financial statement for Oct/Nov, already distributed was proposed by Cllr Funnell and seconded by Cllr Done and unanimously agreed.  Cheques were duly signed.  The bank reconciliations for both accounts were noted.
8.2
Donation to Magpas
A £25 donation was Proposed by Cllr Done seconded by Cllr Ash, unanimously agreed.
9.
 CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence lists had been distributed to all Councillors (see attached). 
Additional correspondence had been received and reported as follows  
WSG Church

Thank you letter for donation
St Germans Pre School
Invitation to Pre school Christmas fair

Comment was made regarding the letter sent from village children requesting a zip wire.  Some councillors felt this may not be appropriate.  Cllr Peel had looked at grants and felt it was better to apply for them via the Memorial hall and thought that a big picnic table would be good.
Cllr Peel confirmed she had sent copies of the letter to the Memorial Hall Committee, as both parties are involved.  It was felt that anybody has the right to contact the Parish Council about any issue. 
Cllr Peel felt that things won’t move forward if members feel persecuted and older members don’t let them speak.

It was agreed to wait and see that Memorial Hall Committees comments before taking any further action and put it on the next agenda. 

11.
PLANNING



12.1 
Planning to consider 

None to consider

12.2
Planning Decisions taken since last meeting

12.3
Planning Decisions notified by Borough Council
14/01375/F
Subdivision of a single residential dwelling into 2 separately owned properties. 


PERMITTED
Cllr Long entered the meeting and the following points were made

Shrubs in Lewis Drive are a danger.

Cllr Long reported he was happy for the shrubs to be removed and will sort the issue.

HGV’s on Mill Rd.

Cllr Long will see if a notice can be placed on the A10 by the Setch bank  turning,  as this is the first turning available as all other access roads before this turning have weight restriction signs. 

Cllr Ash left the meeting. 

13 .
COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Councillors reported as follows:-

· Cllr Wakefield commented on the finger post opposite the bowls club which is missing
· After the work on both sides of Saddlebow High Road, water in the middle..

· Cllr Done reported horrendous cracks down the middle of the road.
· Water still sits outside the front of the Memorial Hall. 

· Cllr Williamson reported the St. Peters Road corner as having a problem with water, and felt NCC should start talking to people who could give them some information such as the culverts not connecting up with the drains. 

· Finger post sign still missing at St. Peters Road and another finger gone.

· Phone box still needs repairing


· This has been reported.

· Dog waste still an issue particularly on Sluice road pavement. 

· A hole that has been filled up several times in St. Peters Rd still needs work. 

· 2 signs by the tyre place are obliterated by vegetation growth.

· A lot of signs lying around after recent work. 

· Water on the Lynn road nr the pylons at Saddlebow, very badly drained. 
It was proposed by Cllr Done and seconded by Cllr Funnell to close the meeting for a confidential item.
Meeting closed at 10.00
Next Meeting 19.01.15 – BUDGET/PRECEPT SETTING MEETING.
Signed____________________________Date_____________________________
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